
w52.0 Notes and Appendices 

w52.0 IBN HAJAR HA YTAMI'S 
LIST OF ENORMITIES 
(from p76) 

.:r.1 J..:,s. .;--l~ 1 w52. 0 

~I~ 

w52.1 (A:) Ibn Hajar's purpose in al-Zawajir 'an iqtiraf al-kaba'ir is to warn 
readers against any act that an Islamic scholar has classified as an enormity. 
Because of the wider scope of the work, he does not confine himself, as does 
Imam Dhahabi, to sins agreed upon by scholars as being enormities, but also 
records those which are differed about, mentioning them by way of furnishing a 
fuller definition of godfearingness (taqwa). 

INWARD ENORMmES 

(1) Associating others with Allah Most High 
(shirk); 

(2) the lesser form of associating others with 
Allah (shirk), which is showing off in good works; 

(3) anger without right, malice, and envy; 

(4) arrogance, pride, and conceit; 

(5) cheating others; 

(6) hypocrisy; 

(7) excesses against others; 

(8) keeping aloof from others out of pride or 
contempt for them; 

(9) conversations about what does not con­
cern one (def: w54); 

(10) acquisitive greed; 

(11) fear of poverty; 

(12) resentment about what Allah Most 
High has destined; 

(13) admiring the ri~h and honoring them for 
their wealth; 

(14) sarcasm towards the poor because of 
their poverty; 
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Ibn Hajar Haytami's List of Enormities w52.1(15) 

(15) avarice in holding on to one's posses­
sions; 

(16) vying with others for worldly gain and 
taking pride in it; 

(17) adorning oneself for the sake of one's 
fellow creatures with what is unlawful as adorn­
ment; 

(18) compromising one's principles (def: 
r17); 

(19) enjoying being praised for what one 
does not do; 

(20) being too occupied with others' faults to 
notice one's own; 

(21) forgetting one's blessings; 

(22) zealotry for other than Allah's religion; 

(23) being unthankful; 

(24) not accepting fate (dis: w59); 

(25) for a person not to take the rights of 
Allah Most High and His commands seriously; 

(26) sarcasm towards, looking down on, or 
having contempt for the servants of Allah Most 
High; 

(27) following one's caprice and ignoring the 
truth; 

(28) plotting and treachery; 

(29) wanting the life of this world (N: more 
than the next); 

(30) obstinately opposing the truth; 

(31) thinking badly of a Muslim or not giving 
him the benefit of the doubt; 

(32) not accepting the truth when it conflicts 
with one's own preference, or when it comes from 
someone one dislikes; 
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w52.1(33) Notes and Appendices 

(33) exulting in disobedience; 

(34) persisting in disobedience; 

(35) loving to be praised for one's acts of 
obedience; 

(36) satisfaction with the life of this world 
and being contented with it; 

(37) forgetting Allah Most High and the next 
world; 

(38) anger for the sake of one's ego and vin­
dicating or justifying oneself when in the wrong; 

(39) feeling secure from Allah's intrigue by 
committing acts of disobedience while relying on 
His mercy; 

(40) despairing of Allah's mercy; 

(41) thinking badly of Allah Most High; 

(42) loss of all hope in Allah's mercy; 

(43) learning Sacred Knowledge for the sake 
of this world; 

(44) concealing Sacred Knowledge; 

(45) not applying what one knows (N: in 
matters that occur); 

(46) claims to knowledge, mastery of the 
Koran, or any act of worship, made out of pride 
and boastfulness; 

(47) neglect that results in the loss of people 
such as Islamic scholars, or sarcasm towards them; 

(48) intentionally lying about Allah Most 
High; 

(49) intentionally ,ying about the Messenger 
of Allah (Allah bless him and give him peace); 

(50) inaugurating a reprehensible innova-
tion; 
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Ibn Hajar Haytami's List of Enormities w52.1(51) 

(51) abandoning the sunna; .WI!lj (0\) 

(52) disbelief in destiny; 

(53) not fulfilling the terms of an agreement 
(A: if one intends this from its outset); 

(54) love of oppressors or the immoral, no 
matter what the type of their immorality; 

(55) hating the righteous (N: for their righ­
teousness) ; 

(56) harming the friends of Allah (awliya') 
and enmity towards them; 

(57) reviling destiny; 

(58) saying something that causes great harm 
or extensive damage, something that angers Allah 
Most High but to which the speaker pays 
little attention; 

(59) being ungrateful to someone who does 
one a kindness; 

(60) neglecting to say the blessings on the 
Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) 
when one hears his name mentioned; 

(Yusuf Nabahani:) Ibn Salah says: "One 
should be diligent about writing Allah's blessings 
and peace on the Messenger of Allah (Allah bless 
him and give him peace) whenever he is men­
tioned, and not grow weary of repeating it as often 
as it occurs, for this is one of the greatest benefits 
attained by students of hadith and their copyists, 
while someone oblivious to it misses an enormous 
reward. The blessings thus recorded are a written 
prayer, not words being quoted, so they are not 
restricted to the written version of the text that is 
related or the words of the original. ... One should 
avoid writing it in two defective styles, one of 
which is deficient in form, i.e. alluding to the 
blessings by two letters or the like, as certain lazy, 
ignorant, or unlearned people do, writing pbuh 
instead of 'Allah bless him and give him peace'; 
while the other is deficient in meaning, i.e. by not 
adding the words 'and give him peace' " (Sa'ada 
al-darayn fi al-salat 'ala Sayyid al-Kawnayn (y96), 
189); 
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w52.1(61) Notes and Appendices 

(61) such hardheartedness as would prevent 
one from feeding a needy person, for example; 

(62) acquiescing to any enormity; 

(63) aiding someone in committing an enor­
mity; 

(64) persisting in wickedness and obscenity 
until people fear one for one's evil; 

(65--{)6) cutting minted coins (N: into seg­
ments of which some are smaller than others and 
cause loss to users, and because it is destruction of 
Muslim moneys); or minting it in a fraudulent way 
that if people knew of, they would not accept; 

PURIFICATION 

(67) eating or drinking from a gold or silver 
vessel; 

(68) forgetting the Koran, any of its verses, 
or even a single letter (A: the prohibition of 
forgetting the Koran being taken literally by the 
Shafi'i school, according to whom repentance 
entails rememorizing what has been forgotten, 
though not for Malik and Abu Hanifa, who inter­
pret forgetting as abandoning its implications); 

(69) disputation and picking apart another's 
words--meaning to argue with another seeking 
merely to win or defeat him-when discussing the 
Koran or religion; 

(70) defecating on a path; 

(71) not eliminating all traces of urine from 
one's person or clothes; 

(72) omitting any of the integrals of ablution 
(wudu); 

(73) omlttmg any of the integrals of the 
purificatory bath (ghusl); 
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Ibn Hajar Haytami's List of Enormities w52.1(74) 

(74) disclosing one's nakedness when there 
is no need, including entering a (N: public) 
bathhouse without a covering; 

(75) sexual intercourse with a woman during 
menstruation; 

THE PRAYER 

(76) deliberately not performing the pre­
scribed prayer; 

(77) deliberately performing the prayer 
before or after its time without an excuse such as 
travel or similar; 

(78) sleeping on a roof that lacks a wall 
around its edges; 

(79) omitting an obligatory feature of the 
prayer; 

(80) lengthening one's hair with false hair, or 
having it done; 

(81) tattooing, or having it done; 

(82) sharpening the teeth or having it done; 

(83) plucking eyebrows or facial hair, or hav­
ing it done; 

(84) walking in front of someone at prayer 
who has placed a barrier before himself; 

(85) the people of a village or town all hang­
ing back from praying one of the five prescribed 
prayers in congregation when the conditions 
obliging them to perform it in a group exist; 

(86) for an imam to lead a group of people 
who dislike him; 

(87) leaving a row of people at prayer incom­
plete; 

(88) not straightening the row of people 
praying; 
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w52.1(89) Notes and Appendices 

(89) getting ahead of the imam in the actions . rt.. ~I ~L..... (1\'\ ) 

of the prayer; 

(90) raising one's eyes to the sky during the .j .l-JI Jl .,...a,)1 c!; ('I') 

prayer; . i)L..aJi 

(91) turning (N: one's chest) to either side .;;1:0 i)L..aJl.j ..::...\...W~I ('II) 

when performing the prayer; . ('J~ 

(92) putting one's hands on the hips while at . 4J JL.a::,,;. ~I ( .. T) 

prayer; 

(93-98) taking graves as places of worship 
(def: w21.1); lighting lamps over them; taking 
them as idols; circumambulating around them; 
putting one's hands on them; or performing the 
prayer towards them; 

(99-100) travelling alone «Ibn Hajar 
Haytami:) .... The position ofIbn Khuzayma that 
this is disobedience is interpreted as referring to 
someone who knows that considerable harm 
would result from his travelling alone or with only 
one companion); or for a woman to travel alone 
where indecencies may occur (N: which is an enor­
mity if this is likely, but merely unlawful if it is 
not); 

(101) cancelling a trip or returning from one 
because of a "bad omen"; 

(102) neglecting to pray the Friday prayer in 
congregation when there is no excuse, even if one 
says one is "performing the noon prayer (zuhr) 
alone"; 

(103) stepping over people seated in the 
mosque for the Friday prayer; 

(104) sitting in the center of a circle of people; 

UNLAWFUL DRESS 

(105) for an adult male to wear pure silk (or 
cloth whose weight is mostly silk, even if it does 
not show) without an excuse such as preventing 
lice or itching; 
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Ibn Hajar Haytami's List of Enormities w52.1(106) 

(106) a male wearing gold, such as a ring, or 
wearing silver other than rings; 

(107) men imitating wOJllen in things usually 
considered characteristic of women's dress, 
speech, and so forth; or vice versa; 

(108) a woman wearing a thin garment that 
reveals her body contours, or her inclining (N: 
showing desire for others) and making others 
incline towards her; 

(109) having one's wraparound, robe, 
sleeves, or turban ends overly long from conceit; 

(110) having a strutting gait; 

(111) dying the beard or hair black for other 
than jihad or the like; 

(112) for a person to say after it rains, "The 
coming of such and such a star has brought us 
rain," believing it to have an effect; 

TIlE FUNERAL PRAYER 

(113) clawing or slapping one's cheeks and 
the like (N: out of grief); 

(114) ripping one's collar; 

(115) cries of lamentation; 

(116) listening to them; 

(117) shaving off or pulling out one's hair; 

(118) cries of "woe" or "disaster" in afflic­
tions; 

(119) breaking the bones of the dead (A: or 
autopsies); 

(120) sitting on graves; 

(121) praying upon graves or lighting lamps 
over them; 
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w52.1(122) Notes and Appendices 

(122) women visiting graves (dis: w34.1, 
end); 

(123) women following funeral processions; 

(124) healing or protective words (ruqya) 
(N: that violate the conditions of Sacred Law (dis: 
wI7.1)); 

(125) hanging on an amulet (dis: wI7.3); 

(126) disliking to meet Allah Most High; 

ZAKAT 

(127) not paying zakat; 

(128) delaying payment after it is due, with­
out lawful excuse; 

(129) for a creditor who knows that his 
debtor cannot pay to show greed towards him by 
pestering him or detaining him; 

(130) dishonesty in handling or taking 
charity; 

(131) collecting un-Islamic taxes or getting 
involved with any of the proceeds thereof (dis: 
p32); 

(132) someone asking for charity who is not 
in need of it because of either having money or 
being able to earn some, but who rather asks out 
of greed or acquisitiveness; 

(133) asking for charity with irritating insis­
tence that injures the person being asked; 

(134) not giving a relative the charity he has 
been compelled to ask one for, when able to give 
it and there is no excuse not to; 

(135) r~minding recipients of one's charity to 
them; 

(136) not giving access to one's surplus water 
when the person asking it is in need of it; 
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Ibn Hajar Haytami's List of Enormities w52.1(137) 

(137) being ungrateful for Allah's creatures' 
kindness to one, which entails being ungrateful for 
Allah's kindness to one; 

(138) to ask for anything besides paradise 
with the words "for Allah's sake" (bi wajh Allah); 

(139) not to give to someone who asks "for 
Allah's sake"; 

FASTING 

(140) not fasting a day of Ramadan; 

(141) breaking one's fast during it; 

(142) delaying making up a fast-day of 
Ramadan missed without excuse; 

(143) a woman fasting a day that is not 
obligatory for her to fast immediately, when her 
husband is present and without his consent; 

(144) fasting on the two 'Eids, or on the 
three days that follow 'Eid al-Adha (Ayam al­
Tashriq); 

(145-46) nonperformance of a period of 
spiritual retreat (i'tikaf) that one has vowed for a 
certain time; or vitiating it by something such as 
lovemaking; 

(147) lovemaking in a mosque, even if not in 
spiritual retreat (i'tikaf); 

THE PILGRIMAGE 

(148) nonperformance of the pilgrimage 
(hajj) until one's death, after having been able to 
perform it; 

(149) lovemaking on hajj or 'umra before 
partial release from ihram (def: j9.13); 

(150) for someone in ihram for hajj or 'umra 
to kill a game animal; 
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w52.1(151) Notes and Appendices 

(151) a woman entering ihram for a 
supererogatory hajj or 'umra without her spouse's 
permission; 

(152) not considering the Kaaba sacrosanct 
(N: i.e. not respecting it as one should); 

(153) violating the- sanctity of the Meccan 
Sacred Precinct (Haram) (dis: p72); 

(154-59) frightening the people of the 
Prophet's city of Medina (upon its overseer be the 
best of prayers and peace); intending evil towards 
them; inaugurating an innovation (bid'a) therein, 
meaning a sin (N: like the opening of banks), or 
sheltering whoever does such a thing; cutting the 
trees of Medina; or cutting its grass; 

(160) nonperformance of the 'Bid al-Adha 
sacrifice by someone (N: such as a Hanafi) who 
holds it to be obligatory and is able to perform it; 

(161) selling the hide of an 'Bid al-Adha sac­
rifice animal; 

(162-65) mutilating an animal by cutting off 
part of its nose or ear or the like; branding an ani­
mal's face; taking an animal as a target; or killing 
one for other than food; 

(166) not killing and slaughtering as quickly 
and painlessly as possible; 

(167) slaughtering in the name of other than 
Allah (N: is an enormity) when it is not outright 
unbelief, as when one does not intend the rever­
ence of worship to the person for whom it is 
slaughtered (N: in which case it is not unbelief); 

(168) to release a camel to roam and pasture 
freely for the rest of its life unridden and unused, 
in fulfillment of a vow; 

(169) calling someone "the King of Kings"; 

(170) to take an intoxicant such as hashish, 
opium, henbane, ambergris, and the like, of sub­
stances that are not ritually unclean (najis); 
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Ibn Hajar Haytami's List of Enormities w52.1(171) 

(171-73) to eat blood outpoured; pork; or 
unslaughtered meat; 

(174) to burn an animal with fire; 

(175-77) to consume something unclean 
(najis); revolting; or harmful; 

TRADE 

(178) selling a freeman as a slave; 

(179-85) consuming usurious gain (riba, def: 
k3); feeding the proceeds to others; recording a 
transaction involving it in writing; being a witness 
to one; acting as a go-between for two parties 
dealing in it; abetting it; or taking it through a sub­
terfuge by someone who holds the subterfuge to 
be unlawful; 

(186) not lending one's stud animal for use; 

(187) consuming wealth gotten through 
invalid transactions, or any other unlawful earn­
ings; 

(188) hoarding a commodity for later sale at 
a high price when it becomes scarce; 

(189-93) selling grapes, raisins, or similar to 
someone who will make wine out of them; or 
wood or the like to someone who will make a mu­
sical instrument; weapons to non-Muslims who 
will use them against us; wine to someone who will 
drink it (N: as opposed to selling it to a vinegar 
maker, for example); or hemp or similar to some­
one who will use it as a drug; 

(194) having someone "bid up" a price to 
fool another bidder; 

(195-96) undercutting another's price or 
deal (def: k4.7); 

(197) cheating in sales or the like, such as by 
not milking a dairy animal for several days before 
the sale to give the impression she's a good milk 
producer; 
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w52.1(198) Notes and Appendices 

(198) selling merchandise at a higher price 
by lyingly swearing that it was purchased for more 
than it was; 

(199) plotting and deceit; 

(200) selling short-measure, short-weight. or 
short -footage; 

(201) any loan made to benefit the lender; 

(202) to borrow money with the intention 
not to repay; 

(203) to borrow money when one has no 
hope of repaying it, as when one does not urgently 
need it, there is no obvious source to get the 
money to repay, and the lender is ignorant of the 
borrower's condition; 

(204) fora borrower who can afford to pay 
back a debt to delay doing so without excuse when 
asked to repay; 

(205) consuming an orphan's property; 

(206) spending money, no matter how little, 
on something that is unlawful, even if only a lesser 
sin; 
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(211-12) doing something to a dead-end 
path or street without the permission of the people 
living on it; or doing something to a street that 
results in considerable and unlawful annoyance to 
people passing along it; 
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Ibn Hajar Haytami's List of Enormities w52.1(213) 

(213) for someone (who holds that it is not 
permissible) to do something not customarily tol­
erated to a shared wall without the other owner's 
permission; 

(214) for the guarantor of a debt to refuse to 
cover the debt that he has guaranteed with a 
guarantee he believes to be valid; 

(215) for one member of a partnership to 
cheat the other; 

(216) for a person commissioned as an agent 
to betray the trust of the person who commis­
sionedhim; 

(217) for a person to make a formal acknow­
ledgement that he owes one of his heirs or a non­
heir a debt, or that he has property belonging to 
such a person in his possession, when this is not 
true (N: but is rather done to cheat his estate divi­
sion heirs of their just due, by thus effectively 
"willing" (wasiyya, def: Ll.O) more than the law" 
ful one-third of his property to such a person, who 
would be able to collect it as if it were his own, 
after the former's death); 

(218) for an ill person not to make a formal 
acknowledgement of his debts or the articles in his 
keeping that belong to others when no one else 
whose word is acceptable knows of them except 
his heirs; 

(219-20) a lying acknowledgement or denial 
of being someone's son; 

(221-23) to employ an article lent for use 
('ariyya) in other than the employment authorized 
by its lender; for the borrower to relend it to a 
third party without the original lender's permis­
sion when the borrower holds that such relending 
is not permissible; or for the person to whom the 
article has been lent to use it beyond the time 
stipulated by the lender; 

(224) wrongful appropriation, meaning 
unjustly taking another's property (N: or right); 

(225) to delay paying someone his wages, or 
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wS2.1(226) Notes and Appendices 

not giving them to him after the work has been 
completed; 

(226) for someone (who holds it is unlawful) 
to build at 'Arafa, Muzdelifa, or Mina; 

(227) to forbid people things that are permis­
sible to them, both in general and in particular; 

(228) renting any part of the street to 
another and taking payment for it, even if it is 
within the confines of one's property or store; 

(229) taking over water that is free for an to 
use, or forbidding such water to travellers; 

(230) violating the stipulations of the 
founder of a pious endowment (waqf); 

(231-32) to use a lost and found article with­
out having fulfilled the conditions of advertising it 
before taking possession of it (dis: k27); or con­
cealing it from its true owner after one knows 
who he is; 

(233) not having witnesses attest to one's 
having found a foundling child; 

INHERITANCE AND BEQUEST 

(234-36) harming heirs in bequests; willing 
more than a third of one's property in bequests 
(dis: L3.1); or to fraudulently affirm that part or 
all of one's property belongs to some non-heir, or 
that one owes a debt that does not really exist, 
when this is done to prevent the estate from going 
to one's rightful heirs; or to falsely affirm that a 
debt someone owes one has been paid off; or to 
sell something for a token price or buy something 
at an exorbitant sum when it is done to keep prop­
erty from one's heirs, or to donate a third of one's 
property to a charity not for Allah's sake but 
rather to diminish the shares of the heirs-all this 
is included.in "harming others in bequests"; 

(237) betraying one's trusts, such 'as with 
respect to articles given to one for safekeeping, 
put up as collateral, rented to one, and so forth; 
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Ibn Hajar Haytami's List of Enormities w52.1(238) 

MARRIAGE 

(238-40) looking with lust at a woman who is 
not one's unmarriageable kin (mahram, def: 
m6.1) when temptation is apprehended (A: if 
there is no temptation, it is unlawful, but not an 
enormity); touching such a woman; or being alone 
with her when neither party has one of their 
unmarriageable kin present to remind them of the 
limits of decorum--even if only a female-and the 
woman has no husband present; 

(241-42) slander (def: r2); or accepting and 
acquiescing to it by not objecting when it is heard; 

(243) giving one another disliked 
nicknames; 

(244) ridicule or mockery towards a Muslim; 

(245) talebearing (namima, def: r3); 

(246) being two-faced with people (dis: 
r16.1), while devoid of honor in Allah's sight;· 

(247) calumny; 

(248) for a guardian to keep a woman under 
his guardianship from marrying; 

(249) proposing marriage to a woman whom 
someone has already proposed to, when the previ­
ous proposal was permissible, plainly stated, and 
explicitly accepted by those whose acceptance 
counts; 

(250-51) turning a wife's heart against her 
husband; or a husband's against his wife; 

(252) for a man to make a marriage contract 
with a woman who is his unmarriageable kin 
(mahram, def: m6.1), whether by birth, marriage, 
or suckling (n12), even if such a marriage is not 
consummated; 

(253-55) for a man who has divorced his wife 
to accept that she should marry and have inter­
course with another solely for the purpose of 
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w52.1(256) Notes and Appendices 

remarrying her himself (dis: n7.7); for the wife to 
comply with this; or for the second husband to 
marry her for such a purpose; 

(256-57) for a man to reveal his wife's secret 
by mentioning details of their sexual intercourse 
or other similar private matters; or for her to 
reveal his; 

(258) sodomizing one's wife; 

(259) to make love to one's spouse in the 
presence of a third party, male or female; 

(260) to marry a woman with the intention 
not to pay her the marriage payment (mahr, def: 
m8) if she asks for it; 

(261) to make a representation of an animate 
creature upon anything, in a respectful or 
humiliated deployment, on the ground or 
elsewhere; 

(262) sponging, meaning to join another at 
his meal to eat from it without his permission or 
acceptance; 

(263) for a guest to eat more than he needs to 
be full when he does not know of his host's accep­
tance of this; 

(264-65) a person's eating copiously of his 
own money when he knows this will harm him 
considerably; or being lavish in food and drink out 
of greediness and vanity; 

(266) oppressively and wrongfully favoring 
. one wife over another; 

(267-68) a husband not giving his wife her 
rights; or she not giving him his; 

(269-71) to avoid meeting one's fellow Mus­
lim longer than three days for other than a reason 
permitted by Sacred Law; to turn one's face from 
him when one meets him; or have a change in 
heart towards him that results in either of these; 

(272) a woman leaving her house perfumed 
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Ibn Hajar Haytami's List of Enormities w52.1(273) 

and adorned, even with her husband's permission; . ~;)I .:,;~}; ~? 

(273) the rebelliousness of a woman towards 
her husband, such as by leaving home without his 
permission or acceptance for other than a reason 
countenanced by Sacred Law; 

(274-75) failure to provide one's wife with 
her support and clothing without lawful excuse; or 
neglecting one's dependents such as young chil­
dren; 

(276) disrespect towards either or both of 
one's parents, grandparents, and on up; 

(277) severing the ties of kinship; 

(278-79) tormenting a servant or beast of 
burden; or goading animals to fight each other; 

(280) for a woman to ask her husband for a 
divorce when she has not suffered any harm from 
him; 

(281) for a husband to accept being a cuck­
hold; 

(282) pimping between men and women; 

(283) for someone (who believes it is unlaw­
ful (dis: n7.4(N:))) to have intercourse with his 
divorced wife before formally taking her back; 

(284) foreswearing one's wife by an oath not 
to have intercourse with her for more than four 
months; 

(285-86) accusing a man or woman who 
could be chaste (def: 013.2) of adultery or 
sodomy; or acquiescing to such a charge by not 
objecting to it when heard; 

(287-88) vituperating a Muslim or attacking 
his honor; or being the cause of another's cursing 
or disparaging one's parents; 

(289) cursing a Muslim; 

(290) attacking someone's ancestry; 
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w52.1(291) Notes and Appendices 

(291) for a woman to falsely ascribe her child 
from adultery to a people it is not from; 

(292) a divorced woman's deceit regarding 
the end of her postmarital waiting period ('idda, 
def: n9); 

(293) for a divorced woman during her post­
marital waiting period to leave the lodgings she is 
obliged to remain in until its end, when there is no 
lawful excuse to go out (dis: n9.13-14); 

(294) for a woman whose husband has died 
not to avoid adornment (def: n9.16) during her 
waiting period; 

JUSTICE 

(295) killing a Muslim or a non-Muslim sub­
ject of the Islamic state intentionally or quasi­
intentionally; 

(296) suicide; 

(297-98) aiding another in an unlawful kill­
ing or its preliminaries; 

(299) to strike a Muslim or non-Muslim sub­
ject of the Islamic state without a lawful excuse; 

(300-301) frightening a Muslim; or gesturing 
at him with a weapon or the like; 

(302-16) sorcery that does not entail unbe­
lief; teaching it; learning it; having it done; pro­
fessing to foretell the future, to be "psychic," or 
know the unseen (dis: w60.1); considering some­
thing a bad omen; divination by pebbles or draw­
ing lines in sand; astrology; taking auguries from 
birds; going to someone who claims to foretell the 
future; going to a "psychic," a diviner by pebbles 
or lines, an astrologer, or an augerer or omen­
reader from birds; 

(317-18) rebellion against the caliph, even if 
he is unjust, when there is no mitigating pretext or 
one that is patently false; or betraying one's fealty 
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Ibn Hajar Haytami's List of Enormities w52.1(319) 

to him because of some worldly disadvantage in 
remaining loyal; 

(319-21) to assume the caliphate or other 
position of authority when one knows oneself 
likely to betray it, or one has the intention to; or to 
ask for such a position or spend money to gain it 
when one has this knowledge or intention; 

(322) for an oppressor or immoral person to 
take over any of the Muslims' concerns; 

(323) to discharge a righteous and compe­
tent person from office and appoint someone who 
is not; 

(324) for a caliph, leader, or judge to be 
unjust; 

(325-26) for a leader to cheat his followers; 
or neglect to fullfill. through himself or a rep­
resentative, their pressing concerns that they are 
compelled to obtain; 

(327) for rulers, leaders, judges, or others to 
wrong a Muslim or non-Muslim subject of the 
Islamic state; 

(328) to leave the oppressed unaided; 

(329-31) visiting unjust rulers; aiding them 
in wronging others; or stirring their hearts against 
people by telling them falsehoods; 

(332) sheltering the guilty, meaning to pro­
tect them from those who want to obtain the~r 
rights from them,. guilty meaning those who com­
mit an offense that entails a consequence stipu­
lated by Sacred Law; 

(333) saying to a Muslim "0 unbeliever," or 
"0 enemy of Allah"; 

(334) interceding for someone, to obviate 
one of the prescribed penalties of Sacred Law 
(hadd, def: 012-016); 

(335) blackening a Muslim's name and 
searching out his shameful points so as to disgrace 
and humiliate him before others; 
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w52.1(336) Notes and Appendices 

(336) displaying the attire of the righteous in 
public while committing unlawful acts, even if 
only lesser ones, when alone; 

(337) compromising any of the prescribed 
legal penalties; 

(338-43) fornication; sodomy; bestiality; 
sodomizing a woman; lesbianism between women 
(meaning one woman doing with another that 
which resembles what a man would do with her); 
or for a husband to have intercourse with the body 
of a deceased wife; 

(344-46) consummating a marriage con­
tracted with neither guardian nor witnesses; con­
summating a "temporary marriage"; or having 
intercourse with a prostitute; 

(347) for a woman to allow someone to forni­
cate with her; 

(348) theft; 

(349) to block the road, meaning to threaten 
passers upon it, even if one does not kill anyone or 
take any money; 

(350-61) drinking wine in any form or other 
intoxicant, even if only a drop; pressing out the 
juice to make wine or other intoxicant; press­
ing it for another person; carrying it for purposes 
of drinking, or having it carried; serving it to 
others or having it served; selling it; buying it; hav­
ing it bought or sold; consuming the proceeds 
from selling it; or keeping wine or other intoxic­
ant; 

(362-65) attacking anyone under the state's 
protection in order to kill him, rob him, rape his 
wife, terrorize or frighten him; 

(366) peeping into another's house without 
his permission, such as into the women's quarters; 

(367) listening to people who are averse to 
being overheard; 

(368) not getting circumcised, even after 
having reached puberty; 
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Ibn Hajar Haytami's List of Enormities wS2.1(369) 

(369-70) not performing jihad when person­
ally obliged to; or no one performing it at all; 

(371) people of outlying provinces neglect· 
ing to protect border fortifications; 

(372-73) not commanding the right or for­
bidding the wrong when able to; 

(374) one's actions contradicting one's 
words; 

(375) not returning someone's greetings of 
Salam (dis: r33.2): 

(376) to like for others to rise from their seat 
for one, because of pride and arrogance; 

(377) fleeing from combat with unbelievers, 
unless one is falling back to regroup or separating 
to join another unit to reinforce them; 

(378) fleeing from an outbreak of plague (N: 
in one's town); 

(379-80) pilfering from the spoils of war; or 
concealing such pilfering; 

(381-83) killing, treachery towards, or 
wronging anyone who is under a safe-conduct, is a 
subject of the Islamic state, or is under an agree­
ment of protection; 
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(384) showing others the weak points of the ..:;..1;-", J.s- :t!':I.u1 (fAt) 

Muslims; .~I 

(385-86) acquiring a horse out of pride, or 
for wagers or gambling; or engaging in contests of 
marksmanship for any of these reasons; 

(387) to neglect one's marksmanship after 
having learned it. out of aversion for it, such as 
might lead to being defeated by the enemy and 
their mocking the people of Islam; 

(388-90) to swear an engulfing oath (def: 
p23); a lying oath; or to frequently swear oaths, 
even if truthful; 
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w52.1(391) Notes and Appendices 

(391-94) swearing by one's trust; or by an 
idol, for example; or the words of reckless people 
who say, "If I do that, I'm an unbeliever" or "quit 
of Islam" or "of the Prophet"; or to swear, "then 
I'm of such and such a religion," lying\y; 

(395) not fulfiUing a vow, no matter whether 
it was to perform an act of worship or whether 
made in the heat of anger; 

(396-98) appomtmg a person to the 
judgeship who knows he is dishonest, unjust, or 
the like; for such a person to accept the judgeship; 
or seek it; 

(399) to judge when ignorant; 

(400) to judge unjustly; 

(401) aiding and abetting someone making a 
false claim in court; 

(402) for a judge (or anyone else) to please 
people with what Allah Most High detests; 

(403-5) taking or giving a bribe for false­
hood; or being an intermediary between the per­
sons giving and accepting it; 

(406-7) accepting money for appointing a 
judge; or a person who is not personally obliged to 
take the judgeship (N: because no one else is com­
petent) paying to attain it when he could do so 
without paying; 

(408) a judge accepting a gift for having 
interceded for one of the litigants; 

(409-10) arguing for a falsehood; or arguing 
without knowledge of who is in the right, as a 
judge's deputy does; 

(411-13) seeking one's rights, but with ve­
hemence and lies, so as to offend the other party 
and defeat him; arguing out of pure obstinacy to 
prevail over one's opponent and finish him; and 
the picking apart of another's words and disputa­
tion which are reprehensible; 
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Ibn Hajar Haytami's List of Enormities w52.1(414) 

(414-15) for a person distributing zakat to 
divide it unjustly between recipients; or for the 
person who estimates how much will be due on 
crops to assess them unjustly; 

(416--18) falsely testifying; knowingly 
accepting such false testimony; or not testifying to 
something that one has witnessed when there is no 
excuse not to; 
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(419) lying, when it entails a prescribed legal J\ J..o>. ..) 'o?1I1 ..,.l$:J1 (t1'\) 

penalty or harm; ,;.,J> 

(420) a plaintiff litigating against another 
person for something he knows is not his; 

(421) sitting with those who drink or other 
immoral people out of friendship for them; 

(422) Koran reciters or religious scholars 
sitting in the company of the corrupt; 

(423-25) gambling, whether by itself or con· 
nected with offensive games like chess or unlawful 
ones like backgammon; playing backgammon; or 
for someone (who holds it is unlawful) to play 
chess; 

(426--31) playing stringed instruments; 
listening to them; playing reed instruments; 
listening to them; beating a long drum (kuba); or 
listening to it; 

(432-33) embellishing a poetic ode by 
mentioning a particular woman, even without 
indecency, or mentioning an unnamed woman 
indecently; or to sing such an ode; 

(434-37) poetry that contains mockery of a 
Muslim, obscenity, or lying; or singing such 
poetry and spreading it; 

(438) composing panegyrics with poetic 
figures of speech that exceed normal bounds, 
earning one's living thereby and spending most of 
one's time at it; 

(439) becoming habituated toa lesser sin or 
sins such that one's disobedience becomes more 
than one's obedience; 
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w52.2 Notes and Appendices 

(440) not repenting from an enormity; 

(441-42) hatred of the Medinan Helpers 
(Ansar); or speaking badly of any ofthe prophetic 
Companions (Allah be well pleased with them 
all). 

(al-Zawajir 'an iqtiraf al-kaba'ir (y49), 1.27-266, 
2.3-230) 

. 
~J \;l-..... ~I~(n-tt\) 
~ ...ul ':'>1".....; ~I.......a.ll (.T' ...... IJ 

.~I 

..J1.;l1 ~ r'!"IJ.:,J1 ,":",L:S (.T' Jr""-"l 

. [",-. - '-/" , H • - TV / \ I }l,SJ1 

w52.2 (n:) Some twenty-five of the enormities listed by Ibn Hajar have been 
omitted above because of being repetitions or about matters that are rare. As 
stated in the preface, many scholars do not consider all of the foregoing to be 
enormities, among them Abu Talib Makki, who restricts them solely to sins 
explicitly designated as enormities by the primary texts. 

w52.3 (Abu Talib Makki:) .... My own position, 
to join between the different views mentioned 
above, is that they are seventeen in number. Four 
of them are of the works of the heart: 

(1) associating others with Allah Most High 
(shirk); 

(2) persisting in disobedience to Allah Most 
High; 

(3) despairing of the mercy of Allah Most 
High; 

(4) and feeling secure from the design of 
Allah Most High (def: p66). 

Four are of the tongue: 

(5) testifying to the truth of a falsehood; 

(6) charging someone who could be chaste 
(def: of3.2) with adultery; 

(7) swearing an engulfing oath, meaning one 
which negates something true and affirms some­
thing false, termed engulfing because it engulfs its 
swearer in the wrath of Allah Most High, or in 
hellfire; 

(8) and sorcery, meaning words and acts that 
transmute substances, alter people (n: changing 
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Ibn Hajar Haytami's List of Enormities w52.3 

one's love for someone to hate, for example), or 
remove meanings from the things for which they 
were created. 

Three are of the stomach: 

(9) drinking wine or other intoxicating 
beverages; 

(10) wrongfully consuming an orphan's 
property; 

(11) and knowingly consuming usurious gain 
(riba). 

Two are of the genitals: 

(12) adultery; 

(13) and sodomy. 

Two are of the hands: 

(14) murder; 

(15) and theft. 

One is of the feet: 

(16) fleeing from combat with unbelievers 
when one is not outnumbered by more than two to 
one, unless falling back to regroup or separating 
to join another unit, believing one will attack 
again. 

And one is of the whole body: 

(17) a person's undutiful treatment of his 
parents, meaning, in summary, that when they 
swear an oath for him to do something that is not 
blameworthy, he does not fulfill their oath; if they 
ask him for something they need, he does not give 
it to them; if they trust him, he betrays them; if 
they are hungry, he eats his fill and does not feed 
them; and if they revile him, he strikes them; 

Other scholars hold that any sin that is delib­
erate is an enormity ... but what we ha\fe men­
tioned of the above bodily traits is among the 
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w52.3 Notes and Appendices 

soundest and most equitable opinions, is what 
scholars. agree upon, and is what is conveyed by a 
great number of primary texts. These, then, are 
the deadly enormities that if one avoids them, 
one's wrongs will be forgiven and one's 
supererogatory works that are like in kind to the 
five duties that are the pillars of Islam (N: i.e. the 
Testification of Faith "La ilaha ill Allah Muham­
madun rasul Allah," the prayer, zakat, fasting 
Ramadan, and ham-are counted for one. The 
reason for this is because the pillars of Islam and 
these enormities are antipodal counterparts, 
antithetical to each other in magnitude and signifi­
cance, the enormities being so great that avoiding 
them expiates the other, lesser sins, and if the five 
duties that are the pillars of Islam are fully per­
formed, they too expiate other wrongdoings, the 
servant is rewarded for his supererogatory works, 
and his bad deeds are changed for good ones. Such 
a person attains to great favor, and paradise is to 
be hoped for him and the stations of those who 
strive, for he is of the outstrippers in good deeds. 
Allah Most High says, 

"If you avoid the enormities of what you have 
been forbidden, We shall acquit you of your 
wrongdoings" (Koran 4:31), 

and says, after mentioning the enormities, 

" ... save he who repents, believes, and works 
righteousness: those Allah will change their bad 
deeds for good" (Koran 25:70). 

And the Prophet (Allah bless him and give him 
peace) said, 

"The five prayers entail forgiveness for what 
is between them as long as the enormities are 
avoided." 

When the enormities are committed, they 
annul (N: supererogatory) good deeds just as the 
five duties of Islam annul the bad deeds that occur 
between them other than. the enormities, which 
are too great for them to annul (N: but rather 
require a sincere repentance in order to be for­
given). So with a servant's committing enormities, 
nothing can remain for him on Judgement Day of 
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Repentance Does Not Eliminate Others' Rights w53.0 

his good works except the five duties of Islam, the 
enormities having devoured all his supererogatory 
works: hell is to be feared for such a person, and 
the stations of the profligates, and he has truly 
wronged himself, which Allah Most High warns 
believers against by saying, 

"0 you who believe, obey Allah and obey the 
Prophet, and do not nullify your works" (Koran 
47:33), 

and, 

"Nay, but whoever earns a wicked deed and 
is encompassed by his error, those are the inhabit­
ants of hell" (Koran 2:81), 

referring, it is said, to enormities that encompass 
one's good deeds and efface them (Qut al-qulub 
(y81),2.148-49). 

w53.0 REPENTANCE DOES NOT 
ELIMINATE OTHERS' RIGHTS 
(from p77.3) 

* 

w53.1 (Shu'ayb Arna'ut:) Bukhari and Ahmad 
relate that Jabir ibn 'Abdullah said, "I heard of a 
hadith that a certain man had heard from the Mes­
senger of Allah (Allah bless him and give him 
peace), so I bought a camel, cinched my saddle on 
it, and travelled for a month to reach him, coming 
upon him in Damascus, the man being 'Abdullah 
ibn Unays. Itold the doorman, 'Tell him labiris at 
the door,' and the reply came, 'Ibn 'Abdullah?' 
and when I said yes, he rushed out,. stepping on 
the hem of his garment. He embraced me and I 
returned his embrace and said, 'Tell me the hadith 
I am informed you heard from the Messenger of 
Allah (Allah bless him and give him peace) about 
retaliation. I have been afraid that you or I would 
die before I heard it.' He said, 'I heard the Mes­
senger of Allah (Allah bless him and give him 
peace) say: 
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