
‘Aqida 101

‘Know that there is no god but Allah.’ 
—Quran 47:19



‘The first thing which is obligatory on 
a legally capable person who is capable 
of reflection is for him to know Allah 
and His Messengers by the attributes 

established by the Ayat.’  

—Imam ‘Abd al-Wahid Ibn ‘Ashir (d. 
1042 AH)



What’s in a Name?
A-Q-D‘ /عقد

Arabic: Tied; knotted to; held onto; bound

Technical meaning: ‘creed,’ ‘belief,’ ‘theology,’ 
‘doctrine’

It is called ‘Aqida because it is tied strongly to the heart.

The creed of Ahl al-Sunna wa al-Jama’a (The 
People of the Prophetic Way and Community)



Other Names

‘Ilm al-Tawhid

Usul al-Din

Al-Fiqh al-Akbar

Iman

‘Ilm al-Kalam

‘Ilm al-Sunna



Why Do We Learn ‘Aqida First?
1. We are obliged to know our Lord.
2. Belief motivates actions.
3. Ideas matter.
4. There is a huge difference between errors in Islam 

and errors in Iman.
5. We must know our beliefs and not just parrot what 

we hear.
6. Neglecting ‘Aqida can result in denial or delay of 

salvation in the Hereafter.
7. Neglecting ‘Aqida leads to sectarianism.
8. Neglecting ‘Aqida leads to an intellectual vacuum 

filled by ideologies.



What Do We Learn in ‘Aqida?

 1] Theology (Ilahiyat)—beliefs about Allah.

2] Prophetology (Nubuwwat)—beliefs about the Prophets and 
Messengers of Allah

3] Transmitted beliefs (Sam’iyyat)—beliefs about unseen realities.



Structure of ‘Aqida 101

Lesson 1: Introduction to ‘Aqida

·      Definition, importance, benefits

·      The three areas studied in ‘Aqida



Structure of ‘Aqida 101
Lesson 2: How do we know what we know?

·      What is knowledge?

·      How do we know what we know?

·      What is a proposition?

·      What is a rational judgement?

·      What is an empirical judgement?



Structure of ‘Aqida 101
Lesson 3: Theology (content of Iman I)

·      Allah’s Existence

·      The Negating Attributes

·      The Positive Attributes

 

Lesson 4: Theology (content of Iman II)

·      Review of the Divine Attributes

 



Structure of ‘Aqida 101
Lesson 5: Theology (proofs of Iman I)

·      Rational proofs

·      Textual proofs

Lesson 6: Theology (proofs of Iman II)

·      Rational proofs

·      Textual proofs



Structure of ‘Aqida 101
Lesson 7: Prophetology (content of Iman)

·      Meaning of Nabi and Rasul, and the difference; 
number and names of the Prophets whom we must 
affirm

·      Status of prophethood

·      Qualities that are necessary for the Prophets

·      Qualities that are impossible for the Prophets

·      What is possible for the Prophets



Structure of ‘Aqida 101
Lesson 8: Prophetology (proofs of Iman)

·      Rational proofs

·      Textual proofs

·      Common misunderstandings



Structure of ‘Aqida 101
Lesson 9: Transmitted Beliefs

·      Divine Scriptures

·      Angels

·      Last Day

 Lesson 10: Comprehensive review session, open QA


